August 25, 2006

To parents of students attending Connally Elementary,

Thank you for attending the Connally Elementary School’s Meet the Teacher and/or Open House this month; your active participation is appreciated and critical to your student’s success.  Additional parent involvement opportunities will be available throughout the school year and it is our desire that you will join us as often as possible. 

Connally ISD is pleased to inform you that under the state accountability system for Texas, Connally Elementary School is identified as Academically Acceptable for the 2005-2006.  As the state continues to implement tougher standards, Connally ISD will continue to raise academic expectations for all students.

Under the federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001, schools are required to make adequate yearly progress (AYP) under the federal accountability system.  Connally ISD is pleased to inform you that the District met AYP requirements.  

During the 2005-2006 school year, Connally Elementary fulfilled all of the requirements for school improvement and implemented programs to assist students in need of improvement. Connally Elementary exceeded the AYP standards for this school year; however, the school is still considered a school in need of improvement until the standard has been met for two consecutive years for the indicator identified. This is based on the indicator that more than 5% of students took a reading assessment that was below grade level in the 2003-2004 school year.  Performance of all student groups who took reading assessments on grade level met federal accountability standards for the 2005-2006 school year.

The No Child Left Behind Act (P.L. 107-110) requires the district to notify you of this status and to provide you the following information.  

You may read about the AYP definition on TEA’s website at www.tea.state.tx.us/ayp/.  In addition the website also describes the school improvement requirements at www.tea.state.tx.us/nclb/titleia/sip/sip.html.  If you do not have access to the internet, please contact the contact person listed at the end of this letter, and this information will be provided to you.

Additional information related to the following areas is available on the TEA website, including:

· an explanation of what the school improvement status means; www.tea.state.tx.us/nclb/titleia/sip/sip.html;

· how the campus compares in performance to other elementary campuses or secondary campuses in the district and the state; http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/reporting/; and

· more detailed information on the reason(s) for the status; http://www.tea.state.tx.us/ayp.

As the parent or guardian of a student attending a campus identified for school improvement status, you need to be provided with information regarding school choice options and supplemental services.  

Students are eligible to change campuses under the Title I public school choice provisions when there is another public school campus in the district serving those grades.  Connally ISD falls under the exception to the school choice provision because there are no other campuses in the district (or outside the district) to which students could transfer.  Therefore, the district will provide supplemental educational services such as tutoring and other supplemental academic enrichment services that are in addition to regular instruction provided during the school day and are of high quality, research-based, and specifically designed to increase the academic achievement of eligible children on the state assessment and to assist them in attaining proficiency in meeting the state’s academic achievement standards.

The campus has implemented and will continue to address the reasons the campus has been identified for school improvement through:

· scientifically based researched reading activities;

· intensive and sustained professional development in the area of reading instruction.

In addition, the district will continue to provide the following assistance to the campus to address the reasons for identification under AYP:

· assist campus staff in analyzing test data;

· assist the campus in aligning curriculum, instruction, and assessment to state standards;

· provide opportunities for scientifically based researched professional development.

You may become involved in addressing the reasons the campus is identified for improvement by assisting in the following ways:

· participate in parent involvement activities that assist you in learning how to increase your child’s achievement level;

· attend parent-teacher conferences.

If you have questions concerning this or need us to provide you with paper copies of the material referenced in the web sites, please contact Larry Cumby, principal at 799-6277 or Tawnya Nail, school improvement coordinator at 296-6464.

Sincerely,

Bruce Shores 







Larry Cumby

Superintendent, Connally Schools




Principal, Connally Elementary
